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The House met at 10 a.m and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CLEAVER).

——————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 24, 2007.

I hereby appoint the Honorable EMANUEL
CLEAVER to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord of history, and ever-present to
those in need, we come to You in pray-
er to dedicate the work of this govern-
ment to the common good of Your peo-
ple, and to give glory to Your holy
name.

May the words of Your prophet Isa-
iah ring true in this place at this time
in history:

““A strong city have we. The Lord has
set up walls and ramparts to protect
us. Open wide the gates to Your pres-
ence and let in a nation that is just,
one that keeps faith.

“A nation of firm purpose You will
keep in peace. There will be peace if it
places its trust in You. Because the
Lord is an eternal rock, trust in the
Lord now and forever.” Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from the Virgin Islands
(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) come forward and
lead the House in the Pledge of Alle-
giance.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN led the Pledge
of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a bill and a concurrent res-
olution of the House of the following
titles:

H.R. 475. An act to revise the composition
of the House of Representatives Page Board
to equalize the number of members rep-
resenting the majority and minority parties
and to include a member representing the
parents of pages and a member representing
former pages, and for other purposes.

H. Con. Res. 41. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for a conditional adjournment of the
House of Representatives.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair will entertain five I1-minute
speeches on both sides.

———
LIEUTENANT COLONEL DAVID

CANEGATA III AND SERGEANT
FLOYD JAMES LAKE

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, it
is with a heavy heart that I rise this
morning to grieve, along with the resi-
dents of my entire district, over the
loss of two members of the Virgin Is-

lands National Guard who were lost
when the Black Hawk helicopter they
were on was shot down in Iraq on Sat-
urday.

We thank God for them, their profes-
sionalism, dedication and their service,
Lieutenant Colonel David Canegata III
and Sergeant Floyd James Lake. And
we thank God for the over 400 soldiers,
men and women, who have served in
this war, including five others who also
made the ultimate sacrifice. We pray
for their families and for the day that
we will bring all of our soldiers home.

And so, Mr. Speaker, especially now,
I am forced to ask on their behalf and
on behalf of all of the people of the Vir-
gin Islands who have sent our loved
ones to every war from the Revolu-
tionary to this in higher per capita
numbers than most States, why it is
that some would seek to deny us an
even limited vote in the Committee of
the Whole.

These brave men died in support of
extending democracy in the Middle
East. BEvery Member of this body
should vote to extend democracy here
at home, to support your colleagues
and fellow Americans who happen to
live in the District and territories, and
we should have a unanimous vote on H.
Res. 78.

THE TOWN STALKER

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, Justin Thur-
ber was a deviant that liked to secretly
sneak, slither around, and follow
women who rebuffed him. He tracked
them like one would track an animal
for prey. He did not like being told no.

For the young women in a small Kan-
sas college town of Arkansas City,
Thurber’s predatory actions were well
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